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Резюме. After the overthrow of the Mạc dynasty in 1592, the Lê Trung Hưng dynasty dispatched its 
first envoy mission to Ming China in 1597, carrying out the duties of paying tribute and requesting 
investiture, thereby re-establishing diplomatic relations. From this initial mission until 1646, the Lê 
Trung Hưng dynasty sent a total of 15 envoy missions to the Ming, performing various responsibilities, 
including requesting investiture, presenting tribute, expressing gratitude, and celebrating the Ming 
emperor’s enthronement. Among these, requesting investiture and paying tribute were the most 
central and recurring objectives.Drawing upon Vietnamese historical manuscripts and the Ming Shilu 
(Veritable Records of the Ming Dynasty), this article analyzes the envoy missions of the Lê Trung Hưng 
dynasty in terms of their number, duties, tribute goods, organizational structure, and the backgrounds of 
the envoys. It clarifies the frequency and purposes of these missions, the characteristics of the diplomatic 
personnel selected by the dynasty, and the political significance of envoy activities in the restoration 
and consolidation of the dynasty. It also shows that these missions were not merely routine diplomatic 
procedures but an important means through which the dynasty sought legitimacy in its relations with 
Ming China. Through these missions, the article examines Vietnam–China diplomatic relations in the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries and contributes to a better understanding of tributary diplomacy 
under the Lê Trung Hưng dynasty.

Ключевые слова: Lê Trung Hưng, Ming, envoy missions, Vietnam, China

Для цитирования: Nguyen Thi Thu Thuy, Фан Нгок Хюен Vietnam – China 
Diplomatic Relations in the 16th – 17th Centuries: Envoy Missions of the Lê Trung 
Hưng Dynasty to the Ming Dynasty // Восток (Oriens). 2026. № 4. С. 12–13. DOI: 
10.31696/S086919080036391-7

Статья на сайте

VIETNAM – CHINA DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS IN THE 16TH – 17TH 
CENTURIES: ENVOY MISSIONS OF THE LÊ TRUNG HƯNG DY

NASTY TO THE MING DYNASTY

© 2026 THI THU THUY NGUYEN*

12

https://doi.org/10.31696/S086919080036391-7
mailto:thuynt@hnue.edu.vn
mailto:huyenpn@hnue.edu.vn
https://doi.org/10.31696/S086919080036391-7


ВОСТОК (ORIENS) № 4 · 2026

© 2026 NGOC HUYEN PHAN*

Abstract. After the overthrow of the Mạc dynasty in 1592, the Lê Trung Hưng dynasty dispatched its 
first envoy mission to Ming China in 1597, carrying out the duties of paying tribute and requesting 
investiture, thereby re-establishing diplomatic relations. From this initial mission until 1646, the Lê 
Trung Hưng dynasty sent a total of 15 envoy missions to the Ming, performing various responsibilities, 
including requesting investiture, presenting tribute, expressing gratitude, and celebrating the Ming 
emperor’s enthronement. Among these, requesting investiture and paying tribute were the most central 
and recurring objectives.Drawing upon Vietnamese historical manuscripts and the Ming Shilu (Verita
ble Records of the Ming Dynasty), this article analyzes the envoy missions of the Lê Trung Hưng dynasty 
in terms of their number, duties, tribute goods, organizational structure, and the backgrounds of the 
envoys. It clarifies the frequency and purposes of these missions, the characteristics of the diplomatic 
personnel selected by the dynasty, and the political significance of envoy activities in the restoration 
and consolidation of the dynasty. It also shows that these missions were not merely routine diplomatic 
procedures but an important means through which the dynasty sought legitimacy in its relations with 
Ming China. Through these missions, the article examines Vietnam–China diplomatic relations in the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries and contributes to a better understanding of tributary diplomacy 
under the Lê Trung Hưng dynasty.
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